
Lenten Devotional – Feb 25th 2015 
 

Seek the LORD in a time of impending judgment 

Bible Reading – Amos 5:6-15 

 
In today’s passage, God revealed through the prophet Amos that the God’s judgment is near and warns 
the nation of Israel to repent from their sins.  
 

Author’s Background 
Amos was a farmer by occupation. He lived in Tekoa, a small town about 11 miles south of Jerusalem in 
the southern kingdom of Judah. However, one day God called him to perform the prophetic work in 
northern kingdom of Israel. 

Amos came as an outsider to northern kingdom of Israel with a strong warning that the God's judgment 
is imminent upon the nation including the king, the politically powerful, the wealthy and well-
connected, and the religious establishment. 

An invitation to seek the LORD (5:6) 
Amos, the prophet urges the people of Israel that the judgment of God is near and the key for survival 
was simply to seek the LORD, "Seek the LORD and live" (5:6). In the prior verses, the prophet had 
mentioned that we are all as good as dead and without any hope. However, in verse 6, the prophet 
insists that God may still be open to consider a deep and heartfelt repentance followed by a radical 
change in the living style. Nevertheless, people of Israel thought they had been "seeking the LORD" by 
attending the worship house at Bethel*. Clearly, the prophet urges that the people of Israel must learn a 
new way of "seeking the LORD." 

*Bethel was considered a place of great privilege and spiritual heritage; it was the place where God met Jacob.  

 

Why seek the LORD? (5:8,9) 
The prophet explains why God is worthy to be sought, and why He can deliver Israel from their 
impending judgment. Anything is possible for Him. He is mighty and wise enough to make and uphold 
the starry constellations like Pleiades and Orion in the sky, and to “manage” the creation. This means 
that God is strong enough to save, but also much stronger to bring judgment and destroy the strong and 
powerful. That means no one can stand before God’s power.  

Judgment – Cause (5:7,10,11,12) 
Amos tells the cause of coming judgment – the poor are treated unfairly, the weak has no voice in the 
law-court (the “gates”), the weak is imposed by high taxes and the rich take advantage of bribe system 
against poor. Justice had been thoroughly corrupted, and righteousness was as good as dead "turning 
justice to wormwood**" (5:7).  

**Wormwood was a plant in Palestine that had an exceedingly bitter taste and was a frequent metaphor for the poison and 
bitterness of disaster and destruction. 

Judgment – Curse (5:11) 
Amos tells of God’s curse for Israel’s sin. Though the wicked in Israel had built 
extravagant houses and vineyards from their oppression to the poor and bribing the justice system, the 



gains were only short-term. God will eventually expel them from their dishonestly gained houses 
and vineyards. 

Judgment – Cure (5:14,15) 
From the earlier verse "Seek the LORD and live" (5:6). Now in verse 14, Amos gives further explanation 
to what such seeking for God means. It is not just attending worship house at Bethel on the Sabbath. 
No, seeking God means seeking "good and not evil, that you may live" (5:14). Seeking God means - doing 
good for others, especially the poor and the weak. Loving God and loving neighbor is an inseparable 
pair. Moreover, doing good and loving neighbor are not just for God's sake but for our own sake: "that 
you may live." Seeking good is the key to seeking God, only then will Israel have any hope that the LORD 
"will be with you" (5:14). The people of Israel must begin to simply seek good and not evil. They must 
transform their corrupt courts and establish justice in the “gates”. 

Hope for a Remnant (5:15) 
The reading ends with a hopeful though tentative words that God "Perhaps the LORD God of hosts May 
be . . . gracious to the remnant of Joseph***" (5:15). Amos offers a glimmer of hope that a small 
remnant may yet respond to the prophet's call and escape the unavoidable destruction of the nation. 

***"Joseph" is another name for northern Israel. 

Thought for the day 
Amos prophecy have continued to speak powerfully and truthfully for many centuries even, while the 
poor are mistreated and the justice is corrupt. In a world like ours threatened by economic downfall, 
insecurities in personal resources, natural disaster and poverty, the words of Amos continue to bear 
witness and urges us to seek Him with genuine repentance.  

 


