
New King in the Temple (Mark 11:15-33) 

 

Jesus’ Authority Is Unquestionable  

 

The religious leaders had profaned the temple, taking something God established as sacred and 

treating it irreverently. This angers Jesus, who overturns tables and drives people out of the 

temple to stop what was going on. Jesus then teaches openly what is written in Isa. 56:7, Jer. 

7:11—God's purpose in the temple and meanwhile man's selfish misuse of it.  “Is it not written, 

My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? But you have made it a den of 

thieves.” 

He was challenging the religious leaders on their own turf now. The line had been drawn, and 

He was not backing down from what He knew was right. God’s Temple was a place where all 

people should come to worship, not a place where a few enterprising businessmen could run a 

lucrative racket. God does not want His house tainted with sin, namely in this case, greed. 

The religious leaders were certainly enraged by this outburst from Jesus. When they 

challenged His authority their attempts were only frustrated by His overwhelming logic. So, 

they continued on throughout the week plotting and planning His destruction.  

Whatever the disciples may have thought about all this, they were surprised to see the dead fig 

tree the next day. Jesus’ saying about “Faith” is a response to Peter’s observation that the fig 

tree had withered. In other words, “Have faith in God!” is one of the lessons of the withered fig 

tree. Faith can move mountains; faith bears fruit. With faith, fig trees are no longer barren. 

The next visit to Jerusalem (ver. 27-33) confronts the Lord, as He walks about in the temple, 

with the chief priests and the scribes and the elders, who demand by what authority He was 

doing these things, and who gave it Him. Jesus pledges Himself to speak as to His authority, if 

they answer His question as to John's baptism—was it of heaven or men? It was an appeal to 

conscience; but conscience they had none, save a bad one, which at once shrank into reserve, 

fearful to commit itself, not afraid to trifle with God and man. For they reasoned with 

themselves that, allowing John's baptism to be of heaven, they must receive his testimony to 

Jesus; asserting it to be of men, they must forfeit the people's favor, John being universally 

held to be in very deed a prophet. They preferred therefore to shelter themselves under a 

seemingly prudent ignorance.  

Who were they, then, to question the Authority of Jesus? If they could only say "we know not," 

their incompetency was confessed. Those who could not solve the question of the servant were 

surely not qualified to judge of the Master. In truth, their incapacity was, if possible, less than 

their hypocritical wickedness: the will was at fault yet more than the understanding. 

Jesus makes the Temple authorities appear weak and silly while at the same time sending the 

message that Jesus’s authority comes from God just like John’s did.  

All who come to Christ must recognize His authority and willingly submit to it. 
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